February Get the Juice with Dr. Marlynn Martin

By: Bill Harvey

The Belhaven community is fortunate to have a state of the art educational facility in its neighborhood. It is the Power APAC School and Dr. Marlynn Martin, its Arts Coordinator and assistant principal recently explained its mission. 

“The arts are part of a well-rounded, complete education for every student providing knowledge and skills that uniquely equip a young person for life”. Dr. Martin quoted U.S. Secretary of Education, Margaret Spellings, as saying,  “What’s more, combining music, art, dance, and theater with subjects such as math, reading and language can be highly effective; enhancing student engagement and increasing achievement”. 

Dr. Martin sees Power APAC as a model for arts integration for Mississippi as well as for other states. Open to all Jackson students who qualify, it incorporates the arts in and through the curriculum, with students mentoring other students, and parents and community stakeholders being involved on a daily basis. It provides a sharing and teaching of the “real world” and an incentive for young minds to reach beyond the ordinary to create new means of achievement in both test scores and social interaction.  More can be learned about Power APAC by visiting its web site at www.powerarts.org.

As a 25-year veteran in her field as well as an administrative educator, Dr. Martin knows the value of a nationally recognized arts curriculum to all fields of learning.  Her goals, right here on Riverside Drive in Jackson, Mississippi, have national implications. 

She sees Power APAC as a leader in the arts and as a Partner in Education with the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. She also envisions Power APAC as a leader in integrating the arts with technology and academics.  Her goals for this year are to raise the bar in each fine arts area, showcase student events in the media and recognize students and teachers for their excellence in teaching arts curriculum in grades 4-12. 

These goals reflect and compliment other outstanding contributions by members of Belhaven’s various creative groups such as the revitalization of Laurel Street Park, the creation of Belhaven Park, the vision of Fortification Street, the initiation of the national Main Street Program, the Belhaven Market, and the overall example set by Belhaven for Jackson and other cities who want to reach the higher instincts of their citizenry.   

Complimenting Dr. Martin’s vision for the neighborhood are objectives such sharing in a special project with a downtown developer, students performing for community organization meetings, collaborating with colleges and universities on art events, performances, and teacher professional development, art displays in corporations, hospitals and businesses, and performances centering around Belhaven’s heritage and an overall giving back to the community. 

Dr. Martin has served as a curriculum writer and professional development trainer for Louisiana, Oklahoma and the Mississippi Department of Education.  She has also been an instructor of gifted students, and served as an Assistant Director of Federal Programs.  She is an active member of Delta Kappa Gamma, which helps provide support for K-12 educators and scholarships for students at institutions of higher learning.  She serves as President of the Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education who recently awarded her “Outstanding Arts Administrator of the Year”. She is beginning her third term on the Recognition and Awards Committee with the Kennedy Arts Center Alliance for Arts Education Network in Washington, DC. 

Dr. Martin holds degrees in music education; curriculum and instruction with emphasis on gifted studies and received her doctorate from Mississippi State University in education leadership and administration.  

She is married, has four children, travels abroad to teach English, does mission work, serves as a church pianist and enjoys teaching and nurturing teachers to be exceptional educators and role models in today’s society. 

